Another Successful Year (May 2025-May 2026)

The Franco-Scottish Society has enjoyed an active year: there are now six branches — those in
Aberdeen, Edinburgh, Glasgow, Perth and St Andrews have been joined by the new Stirling branch.
Each of these has put on a full programme — spanning talks, cultural events and conversation groups
—and has provided financial support to enhance the experience of learners of French (individual
students and school groups).

Our financial health remains sound: the Alexander Gray Bequest provides funds to support talks in
French, the publication of our annual Bulletin and support for learners; members’ contributions
support our running costs, provide insurance for all branches, fund prizes for learners and contribute
more generally to our support for learners.

The Society was represented over the summer of 2025 at two historic events: Lorna Milne, our
president, was a guest at the State Banquet for President Macron at Windsor Castle in July 2025 —
our December 2025 Bulletin contains a full report of this event; our Bulletin editor, Gerry Toner, was a
guest at the 700" anniversary celebrations in September at the Ferme des Ecossais at Grisy-Suisnes,

south of Paris, which was purchased by Bishop David of Moray to provide support to Scottish
students at the Sorbonne — a report will appear in our next Bulletin.

In October, the Society held a highly successful conference to celebrate the 130" anniversary of its
founding. This conference, Franco-Scottish Relations in Trade, Business and Work, was held in the
Institut Francais d’Ecosse and focused on the importance of Franco-Scottish relations for our
prosperity today and tomorrow. Participants heard from a superb line-up of senior figures in a variety
of sectors across Scotland, including renewable energies, space exploration, cinema, tourism, whisky;,
salmon and scientific research. Discussion was lively, informative and entertaining in the two formal
Round Table events and during the tea break. A copy of the programme and a full report can be
accessed from the Activities page of our website.

Conversations continued afterwards at a reception kindly hosted by the National Library of Scotland,
where guests viewed an exhibition of items from their collections related to Franco-Scottish relations
and the FSSS itself.

Contributors to this conference stressed the importance of ensuring that all young people had
opportunities to learn modern languages, including of course French, if they were to live successfully
and comfortably in a multilingual society and a multilingual global economy. This aspiration is not
currently reflected in the reality of our education system.

The Society has been pursuing the case for language learning through various channels. Following
the conference, the president wrote an article for The Herald on 6 November 2025 and an op-ed for

the Times Educational Supplement, calling for a national strategy for languages in Scotland. The

language of these pieces was incorporated into a letter from business leaders and academics to all
political parties in Scotland as they prepared for the election this spring.

The Society contributed to funding the annual The Future of French en Ecosse conference which has
led among other things to the founding of an Association for teachers of French in Scotland and
enabled mutual support in encouraging the development of the teaching of French across Scottish
schools and universities.


https://cjmvm.fr/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/affiche-journee-patrimoine-2025-grisy-suisnes.pdf
https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/25598396.call-scottish-government-review-foreign-language-provision/
https://www.tes.com/magazine/analysis/general/why-languages-provision-scottish-schools-needs-urgent-review
https://www.tes.com/magazine/analysis/general/why-languages-provision-scottish-schools-needs-urgent-review

The Society’s own prizes and grants are an important element in our collective advocacy for French.
We have continued to provide financial support to two major programmes open to all schools: the
French Film Festival’s Schools Programme and the Institut’s Concours de la Francophonie. Over the

course of the year we have sought to encourage schools to submit bids for funding to enhance young
people’s experiences of learning French and admire the creativity and commitment shown by the
teachers who have done so.

Through the year we have worked closely with the Institut Francais d’Ecosse in Edinburgh, the
Alliance Frangaise in Glasgow and the Consulat général de France in Edinburgh. We thank them and
the National Library of Scotland and the sponsors of our 130" anniversary conference.


https://frenchfilmfestival.org.uk/learning-programme/
https://www.ifecosse.org.uk/concours-de-la-francophonie-2025-now-open/#/

