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In 2025 the Institut Francais d’Ecosse, the Franco-Scottish Society of Scotland (FSSS) and the
Association Franco-Ecossaise celebrated the close links between Scotland and France established by
the Auld Alliance in 1295 and explored what these links mean for us in today’s globalised world.

On its 130" anniversary, the Franco-Scottish Society hosted a sold-out afternoon of informative
round table debates focused on Franco-Scottish relations today in trade, business and the world of
work. This was followed by a reception in the National Library of Scotland and an exhibition of
archive material related to Franco-Scottish friendship and the history of the FSSS.

Welcome from Lorna Milne, President, FSSS
(All photos courtesy of IfE/Julia Bregeron)

Eight leading figures from across the Scottish economy with extensive experience in the food and
drinks sector, renewable energy, space and aeronautics, tourism, marketing, cinema and higher
education explored how the links between Scotland and France can be meaningfully strengthened in
today’s multi-polar globalised world. Claire Duquenne (Visit Scotland), Cédric Gerbier (Locogen),
Mark Kent (Scotch Whisky Association), Angela Mathis (ThinkTank Maths), Jaclyn MacKie (Isle of
Arran Distillers), Richard Mowe (French Film Festival UK), Emilie Pondeville (University of Glasgow)
and Tavish Scott (Salmon Scotland) were lively, insightful and informative contributors to the Round
Tables, chaired by Peter MacMahon (writer and broadcaster) and Stéphane Pailler (Consul General of
France at Edinburgh and Glasgow and Director of the French Institute in Scotland). Biographical
details of the contributors can be found in the programme booklet.



https://www.ifecosse.org.uk/#/
https://www.france-ecosse.fr/
https://www.nls.uk/
http://programme-booklet-fsss-conference-22-october/

Stéphane Pailler, Consul General Clarisse Godard Desmarest, President AFE

After welcomes from the Consul General, Professor Clarisse Godard Desmarest (President,
L’Association Franco-Ecossaise) and Professor Lorna Milne (President, FSSS who also spoke briefly
about the origins of our Society in 1895 and its work today), the Round Tables explored the
challenges and opportunities of doing business across two cultures, languages and economies and
identified means by which these links could be improved to the mutual benefit of the people of both
countries. Audience members contributed their own thought-provoking ideas and experiences.

Some major themes emerged.
The Scottish and French economies are mutually linked and we start from a firm basis.

e France is Scotland’s second largest foreign export market and third-largest inward foreign
investor, with more than 160 French companies in Scotland, representing an £8bn annual
turnover and more than 28,600 jobs.

As we live in an unpredictable multi-polar globalised world, Scotland (and the UK) must build closer
links (commercial, cultural and defence) with France and all our neighbours in Europe. Existing
barriers to doing so must be addressed.

e The movement of goods (especially perishables) between our two countries is often
impeded by the lack of common regulatory frameworks and the consequent time-consuming
paperwork and delays for border inspections.

o The movement of skilled and other workers from Europe to Scotland is imperilled by the
costs imposed by the UK Government (visa charges, NHS surcharges) as well as the time-
consuming nature of seeking permission to come here.

e Enrolment in our universities of French students at all levels (undergraduate, masters,
doctoral) is impacted not only by visa and passport charges and NHS charges but also by the
very high fees charged by higher education.

e School exchanges too are endangered by the increase in barriers to free travel across
European borders. The pipeline of international talent feeding world-leading Scottish
enterprise is more limited than before.



e Opportunities for Scottish students and workers to take up posts in France (and Europe
generally) are limited by a lack of opportunities to study modern languages at all levels of
the education system. The number of SQA Higher French candidates has fallen by almost half
since 2015 and the number of Advanced Highers has plummeted by more than half since
2017. Language learning is a key employability skill for young Scots; it is naive to think that
Scotland can grow commerce with one of our major trading partners without improving
mutual understanding through the language.

e There was some evidence that UK Border controls were having a negative impact on
numbers of tourists visiting some attractions.

There was clear agreement that addressing these barriers required action by the UK and Scottish
Governments as well as by other agencies.

All organisations represented were willing to contribute to promoting and supporting such action.

Round Table 1

Round Table 2

The National Library of Scotland exhibition made clear the significant roles that the Franco-Scottish
Society has played throughout its history. We are already developing our strategy for taking forward
the agenda from this conference, and are more inspired than ever to pursue our mission of
promoting good relations between the two nations, especially in the sphere of education.

This conference was kindly supported by a range of sponsors and partners whose details can be
found in the programme. Members of the FSSS organising committee wish to express our renewed
gratitude to all who gave generously of their time or otherwise helped to make this such an
outstanding occasion.
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